introduction I want to emphasise that there is a wealth of good material in the book which will serve as an update for clinicians who have a practical interest in understanding the pharmacology of their everyday drugs. Some chapters will serve candidates for the primary examination better than any other recent publication on matters neuromuscular while others present up-to-date reviews of the clinical pharmacology of the new drugs which are bound to crop up in both F.F.A. examinations.
The book naturally divides into two sections, the first 85 pages have a strong leaning to basics, while the remainder is devoted to clinical topics. The first section, which I found much the more impressive, begins with an excellent review of neuromuscular pharmacology, by Prof. F. Standaert, based on recent work including the possible importance of prejunctional receptors and open channel blockade. The review of drug interactions in the following chapter is lamentably incomplete but for the antibiotics which have been a field of primary interest to the authors. There is a great deal of interesting material in the section on pharmacokinetics, provided the reader is not frightened off by the forbidding array of polynomial equations trotted out by Prof. Norman, the editor of the volume, which contribute nothing toward an understanding of how kinetics can be used by a working anaesthetist. The following chapter, by C. Shanks on the design of therapeutic regimens goes some way towards rectifying this, but in my opinion a little more emphasis on the "cook-book" aspects would have been advisable. Chapters on the effects of renal and hepatic disease are included and the section is rounded off by an interesting chapter on the anticholinesterases.
The remaining 150 pages are devoted to clinical topics. It includes well referenced reviews of atracurium and vecuronium and even pipecuronium, an interesting congener of pancuronium whose sole reason for existence appears to be Hungary's foreign exchange problem. In another well referenced section on suxamethonium Donati and Bevan studiously avoid the can of worms which is the neuromuscular pharmacology of this commonly used drug, but give a very complete overview of its other actions. The remaining six chapters include the ever popular chapters on U.S.-U.K. views on relaxation, but fifteen vears after this was first published, neither Or. Feldman nor Prof. R. Katz have much to add which is new. The book ends on a high note with a short update on clinical measurement of neuromuscular function by J. Viby-Mogensen, which I found interesting and instructive.
In summary the book has some uninspiring sections, but offers an up-to-date review of its topics. It will remain topical for two or three years and during that time I can recommend it to those who ; 230 x 150. Written with obstetric and medical specialists in mind, the core of this book (Parts 3 and 4) provides a fairly comprehensive account of general care of the critically ill, with special reference to the obstetric patient. There can be a few better qualified in this field than Dr. Hanson and her colleagues, and as they point out, there is a paucity of systematised information available in this field. Little of the information relating to general care of the critically ill would be news to other specialists in intensive care, but the principal authors draw from extensive personal experience with obstetric patients and there are many aspects of care peculiar to these patients. For this reason, it is all the more regrettable that the book suffers from the incorporation of other material much of which is poorly edited, sometimes irrelevant, and occasionally incorrect.
The book begins with a brief (50 page) summary of the physiology of pregnancy. Fair enough -but why have it written in eight parts by ten authors? Surely, for the sake of continuity this field could have been covered by one or two authors. Part 2 is an even shorter review of monitoring in pregnancy. The unique aspect of this whole subject is the presence of the fetus, and its welfare is of importance both intrinsically, and as an index of maternal well being. A crisp dissertation on fetal monitoring would have been most welcome, but instead a rather limp listing of techniques, modern and obsolete, practical and otherwise leaves the reader little the wiser. "Pain relief in labour and problems relating to delivery in the critically ill mother" (Part 5) is mercifully as short as its title is long. In it the author presents a series of totally resistable misconceptions about contemporary practice in this area (the best concentration of nitrous oxide to oxygen is 80070 to 20070; nitrous oxide action is due to displacement of oxygen from cerebral cells; advantages of rectal ether-oil mixture as analgesic etc.). Much of this is obviously absurd, but it is also mischievous in that it discredits by association other more worthy sections of the book.
Given the authors' credentials, this is a disappointing book. It is to be hoped that they have the opportunity to rescue it in later editions by vigorous pruning and thorough editoring.
PETER SLATTERY

National Women's Hospital
Auckland, New Zealand Canadian specialists contribute to this review and as a result, the range of topics covered is impressive. From modern techniques of fetal monitoring to the management of drug addiction in mother and baby, most problems of mutual concern to the anaesthetist and obstetrician receive attention. Happily, the multiplicity of authors which makes this broad view possible does not mean that the book suffers from the common problems of discontinuity and repetition: the adoption of a sensible layout and (I suspect) strong editorial control has avoided these hazards.
Sixteen chapters in all, the book addresses in turn the diagnosis and management of fetal distress, those medical diseases relevant to pregnancy and the management of obstetric complications. This is a logical sequence and the opening chapters on the techniques and uses of fetal monitoring are clearly written and provide both an insight into the difficulties in identifying the fetus at risk, and a good introduction to the style of the book itself. This readiness on the part of individual authors to treat important topics in both breadth and depth is one of the strong points of this book, and is consistent throughout.
Medical aspects occupy nine chapters and are arranged on a systems basis. A review of the relevant pathophysiology precedes definition of the treatment objectives in most instances. This is a useful approach since the book otherwise reflects North American practice and the means by which these ends are attained will vary with locality.
The concluding chapters on anaesthetic management in presence of obstetric complications are, perhaps, the least distinguished. This is a difficult area since the problems of premature labour, breech and multiple delivery are well known, as are the anaesthetic options.
This book will prove useful to those interested in obstetric anaesthesia. It is richly referenced throughout and is an excellent source of informed opinion on most topics.
PETER SLATTERY
National Women's Hospital Auckland, New Zealand
Practical Anaesthesia for Surgical Emergencies, Editor: P. W. Jackson; William Heinemann Medical Books, 23 Bedford Square, London WCIB3HH; $8.95; pp. 122: 122 x 184. This slim volume has arisen out of a departmental set of sheets produced for the guidance of junior anaesthetic staff at the Manchester Royal Infirmary. Both the foreword and the preface note that the book is intended to present reliable techniques to those with limited exposure to emergencies that may be met at any time.
The introductory section deals with shock, vomiting, central venous catheterisation and major burns. Subsequent sections then deal with anaesthesia for head and neck, chest, abdominal and paediatric emergencies. The final two sections examine problems associated with anaesthetic drugs and reactions to them, and indications for admission to intensive care.
There are fourteen contributors to the book, and there is considerable variation in the relevance and value of each section. One is struck by the regional flavour of the book, which, combined with intended brevity, produces didactic instructions that are often poorly compatible with our teaching and clinical practice. Several of the references date from the 1960s and a number of obsolete views (not to mention major typographical errors e.g. fentanyl 3-5 mg/kg for renal transplant anaesthesia) (page 66) are to be found.
In summary, I cannot recommend this book in its intended role to Australian junior staff. However, it does contain many valuable and practical points and provides an interesting insight into the practice of the institutions from which it has arisen. J. P. BRADLEY
Princess Alexandra Hospital Brisbane
Intensive Care, 2nd Edition, Editor G. Gerson; William Heinemann Medical Books, 23 Bedford Square London WCBlB, United Kingdom; $35; pp. 312; 138 x 215. Although we have always had seriously ill patients, it is only recently that new and unique approaches to their management have been developed. Many handbooks and textbooks have been written in the last few years in an attempt to define the emerging speciality of intensive care medicine. The best books combine a sound knowledge of basic physiology and medicine with a familiarity of the numerous advances made over the last decade. To give this knowledge authority and to put it into perspective, it must be tempered by a wide clinical experience in intensive care. Some of the chapters in this book are written with that sort of authority and others are simply condensed or modified versions of more
